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It happened on a 4th of July&hellip; Operation Entebbe. From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia.
Operation Entebbe was a hostage-rescue mission carried out by the Israel Defense Forces (IDF) at Entebbe Airport in
Uganda on 4 July 1976.

A week earlier, on 27 June, an Air France plane with 248 passengers was hijacked by Palestinian terrorists and
supporters and flown to Entebbe, near Kampala, the capital of Uganda. Shortly after landing, all non-Jewish passengers
were released.
The IDF acted on intelligence provided by the Israeli secret agency Mossad. In the wake of the hijacking by members of
the militant organizations Revolutionary Cells and the Popular Front for the Liberation of Palestine, along with the
hijackers' threats to kill the hostages if their prisoner release demands were not met, the rescue operation was planned.
These plans included preparation for armed resistance from Ugandan military troops.
The operation took place at night, as Israeli transport planes carried 100 commandos over 2,500 miles (4,000 km) to
Uganda for the rescue operation. The operation, which took a week of planning, lasted 90 minutes and 103 hostages
were rescued.
Five Israeli commandos were wounded and one, the commander, Lt Col Yonatan Netanyahu, was killed. All the
hijackers, three hostages and 45 Ugandan soldiers were killed, and 11 Soviet-built MiG-17s of Uganda's air force were
destroyed A fourth hostage was murdered[ by Ugandan army officers at a nearby hospital.
The rescue, named Operation Thunderbolt, is sometimes referred to as Operation Jonathan in memory of the unit's
leader, Netanyahu. He was the older brother of Benjamin Netanyahu, who served as the Prime Minister of Israel from
1996 to 1999 as well as since 2009.
As a result of the operation the United States military developed highly-trained rescue teams modeled on the Entebbe
rescue. The most visible attempt to imitate it was Operation Eagle Claw, a failed rescue of 53 American embassy
personnel held hostage in Tehran during the Iran hostage crisis.
EGYPT
Explosion hits Egypt gas pipeline carrying gas to Israel ...Haaretz. July 4, 2011
Egyptian security source blames blast on armed gang; second attack in the past month on terminal located 50
kilometers from Israel border.
ANTISEMITISM
Father Patrick Desbois goes on working... European Jewish Press, June 5 2011
Protecting WWII mass graves is a duty to victims.
Bucharest: Hundreds of Holocaust-era mass graves are scattered around Eastern Europe, scholars said Friday, urging
authorities to protect them as they owed it to victims of World War II atrocities.
"We cannot build Europe and democracy upon the mass graves of forgotten victims," Patrick Desbois, a French Catholic
priest who set up the Yahad-In Unum association, told participants in a seminar on WWII mass graves.
The Paris-based association has embarked upon the gruesome task of documenting extermination sites in Ukraine,
Belarus, Russia and Poland.
"We have received hundreds of letters from people asking: 'in which mass grave is my grand-mother or my uncle
buried'," Desbois said.
"We have a duty to victims because each and every one of them had a name."
A historian with the association, Patrice Bensimon, said that 650 mass-grave sites had been identified on the outskirts of
villages, in valleysor forests in the four countries since 2004.
After interviewing more than 1,850 eyewitnesses, Desbois said he had come to a shocking conclusion: "I thought they
were done secretly, but the shootings were public. People watched, thinking the executions were interesting."
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In one case, a witness aged seven at the time of the pogrom recounted how he had watched Jewish children aged 0 to
6, some 800 of them according to archives, being massacred in the Transdniestrian village of Bogdanivka (now part of
Ukraine).
"How can you be a seven-year-old and watch all day the assassinations? This is a big human question," Desbois
wondered.
"Most Holocaust victims lying in mass graves and still waiting to be remembered are in this part of Europe," Paul
Shapiro, director of the centre for advanced studies at the Holocaust Museum in Washington, said.
He stressed that more than one million people, and maybe up to one third of the six million Jews murdered during
WWII, were slaughtered in Eastern Europe, in their own villages, in front of neighbours and family members.
Roma, Soviet POWs, higher echelons of Polish society and homosexuals also lie in unmarked mass graves, he said.
"The multitude of mass graves and the implication of forces acting under different authorities make the situation in
Eastern Europe more complicated,"
Radu Ioanid, director of the Holocaust Museum, told AFP.
After having for years denied any role in the Holocaust, Bucharest accepted the conclusions of an international
commission of historians saying that up to 380,000 Romanian and Ukrainian Jews were murdered or died in Romania
and the territory under its control between 1940 and 1944, during the regime of pro-Nazi marshal Ion Antonescu.
In one of the worst single WWII massacres, the June 1941 pogrom in the northern Romanian city of Iasi, nearly 15,000
Jews were shot dead in the street or asphyxiated in "death trains".
"The killings elicited no negative reaction from the population," Shapiro said.
A mass grave containing the bodies of at least 35 Jewish men, women and children killed by the Romanian army in
1941 was discovered in a forest at Popricani, near Iasi, last November. The remains were exhumed before being
properly reburied five months later.
But Popricani was an exception.
"We do not open mass graves, because Jewish law does not allow it," Desbois said.
What his team does is transmit the GPS data to the American Jewish Committee so that the exact location may be
entered into archives that will eventually be posted on the internet. The Committee is expected to launch soon, jointly
with Germany, a project to protect some of the mass graves.
Apart from the local authorities' indifference, scholars like Desbois must also fight the threat of construction or industrial
projects destroying the graves.
"But the biggest problem is that time is running out, as witnesses are dying," Bensimon said.
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