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Kerry links 'increase in violence' to Israel's settlement activity
Top US diplomat says Palestinian 'frustration’ fueled by increase in West Bank
construction, indicates he will visit region to push for renewal of talks

BY REBECCA SHIMONI STOIL AND AP October 14, 2015, 2:35 am 181

In this Oct. 6, 2015, file photo, US Secretary of State John Kerry gives a news conference at the
National Palace in Port-au-Prince, Haiti. (AP/Dieu Nalio Chery)

BOSTON — Expansion of building in settlements has increased Palestinian frustration, leading
to the current upswing in violence, Secretary of State John Kerry told an audience at Harvard
University Tuesday evening. Speaking about America's ability to impact outcomes throughout
the world, Kerry warned that "unless we get going, the two-state solution will be conceivably
stolen from everybody."

"There's been a massive increase in settlements over the course of the last years," Kerry said
during a question-and-answer session, "and there's an increase in the violence because there's
this frustration that's growing." Kerry noted that there was also "a frustration among Israelis who
don't see any end."

"l look at that and | say if that did explode — and | pray and hope it won't — and | think there're
options to prevent that, then we would inevitably be at some point engaged in working though
those kinds of difficulties," Kerry continued. "So better to find the ways to deal with it before that
happens than later and | think what always perplexes me — we've been through Oslo, Wye
Plantation, Madrid, countless negotiations. Most people | talk to have a pretty damn good sense
of what has to be done."..........

"This violence and any incitement to violence has got to stop," he said.

Kerry said he spoke with Palestinian Authority President Mahmoud Abbas and Israeli Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu over the weekend to stress his concerns.

Netanyahu said Tuesday he would take a series of "aggressive steps" to halt a wave of violence
in Israeli cities after two attacks in Jerusalem left three Israelis dead. Three Palestinians,
including two attackers, were also killed.
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Palestinian terrorists are not driven by poverty and deprivation, as many have long argued.
Instead, they are driven by hatred for Jews -- because of what their leaders, media and
mosques are telling them.

These young people took advantage of their status as permanent residents of Israel to set out
and murder Jews. Their Israeli ID cards allow them to travel freely inside Israel. They were also
entitled to the social welfare benefits and free healthcare granted to all Israeli citizens.
Muhannad Halabi wanted to murder Jews because he had been brainwashed by our leaders
and media, and was driven by hatred -- he was not living in misery and deprivation. The family's
house in the village of Surda, on the outskirts of Ramallah, looks as if it came out of a movie
filmed in San Diego.

This conflict is not about Islamic holy sites or Jerusalem. Murdering a Jewish couple in front of
their four children has nothing to do with the Agsa Mosque or "occupation.”

For the terrorists, all Jews are "settlers" and Israel is one big settlement. This is not an intifada --
it is just another killing-spree aimed at terrorizing the Jews and forcing them out of this part of
the world. It already succeeded in the rest of the Middle East and is now being done there to the
Christians as well.

The current wave of terrorism is just another phase in our dream to wipe Israel off the face of
the earth. The terrorists and their supporters are not struggling against a checkpoint or a wall.
They want to see Israel destroyed, Jews slaughtered, and the streets of Israel running with
Jewish blood.

During the past few days, | had occasion to visit the homes of some of the Palestinian men and
women involved in the ongoing wave of terrorism against Israelis -- the violence that some are
calling an "intifada," or uprising.

What | saw -- what you or anyone could see during these visits -- was that none of these
Palestinians had suffered harsh lives. Their living conditions were anything but miserable. In
fact, these murderers had been leading comfortable lives, with unlimited access to education
and work.

Four of the terrorists came from Jerusalem and, as permanent residents who had not applied
for citizenship, held Israeli ID cards. They enjoyed all the rights of an Israeli citizen, except for
voting for the Knesset -- but it is not as if the Arabs of Jerusalem are killing and dying because
they want to vote in Israeli parliamentary elections.

These young people took advantage of their status as permanent residents of Israel to set out
and murder Jews. They all had Israeli ID cards that allowed them to travel freely inside Israel,
and even own and drive vehicles with Israeli license plates. They were also entitled to the social
welfare benefits and free healthcare granted to all Israeli citizens, regardless of their faith, color
or ethnicity.

None of the young Palestinians involved in the recent terror attacks lived a mud house, a tent,
or even a rented apartment. They all lived in houses owned by their families, and had unlimited
access to the internet. They all carried smartphones that allowed them to share their views on
Facebook and Twitter and, among other things, to engage in wanton incitement against Israel
and Jews.

At the home of Muhannad Halabi, for example, the Palestinian who murdered two Jews in the
Old City of Jerusalem last week, you would discover that his father is a businessman who deals
in air-conditioning systems and has his own business in Ramallah. The family's house, in the
village of Surda on the northern outskirts of Ramallah, looks as if it came out of a movie filmed
in San Diego.
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Muhannad Halabi, his relatives said, was a spoiled boy who had gotten everything he asked for.
He had been studying law at Al-Quds University near Jerusalem, and was able to commute
freely between Ramallah and the campus. But the good life Muhannad had did not prevent him
from joining Islamic Jihad and murdering two Jews. He wanted to murder Jews because he had
been brainwashed by our leaders and media, and was driven by hatred -- he was not living in
misery and deprivation.

The case of Shurug Dweyat, an 18-year-old female student from the Tsur Baher village in
Jerusalem, is not really different from that of Muhannad Halabi. She is now receiving treatment
in an Israeli hospital, free of charge, after being shot and seriously wounded by the Jew she
tried to murder inside the Old City of Jerusalem. She was studying history and geography at
Bethlehem University, to which she travelled four times a week from her home, without facing
any obstacles or being stopped by Israeli soldiers.

Photos Shuruq posted on social media show a happy woman who never stopped smiling and
posing for "selfies." She has her own smartphone. Her family, like those of all the other
terrorists, own their own house and lead an extremely comfortable life. The Israeli ID card
Shuruq holds allows her to go to any place inside Israel at any time. She chose to take
advantage of this privilege to try to murder a random Jew in the street. The reason? She, too,
was apparently driven by hatred, anti-Semitism and bigotry. She, too, was the victim of a
massive propaganda machine that ceaselessly demonizes Israel and Jews.

If you had met 19-year-old Fadi Alloun, you would have seen possibly the most handsome man
in Jerusalem. Fadi, who came from Issawiyeh in Jerusalem, had also been enjoying a good life
under Israel's administration. He too had an Israeli ID card and was able to travel freely
throughout the country. His family told me that he had loved going to shopping malls in Israel to
buy clothes from chain stores such as Zara, Renuar, Castro. With his snazzy clothes and
sunglasses, he looked like more like an Italian fashion model than your average terrorist. He,
too, had unlimited access to the Internet and his family owned their own house.

Fadi's good life in Israel, however, did not prevent him from setting out to stab the first Jew he
met on the street. This happened last week, when Fadi stabbed a 15-year-old Jew just outside
the Old City of Jerusalem. Fadi was shot and killed by Israeli policemen who rushed to the
scene of the attack. Fadi did not set out to murder Jews because he had a harsh life. Nor was
he driven by misery or poverty. He had almost everything to which he aspired, and his family
were well-off. The life Fadi had, in fact, was much better than the lives of many of his fellow
Palestinians in the West Bank and Gaza Strip. As an Israeli resident, Fadi was able to go
anywhere he wanted in Israel and had free access to restaurants, shopping malls and gyms.
The other young men and women who have carried out the current wave of terror attacks were
also leading good lives; some had jobs inside Israel, in part thanks to their Israeli ID cards.
Those who came from the West Bank were able to bypass checkpoints and the security barrier,
just as thousands of other Palestinian laborers do, who cross into Israel every day in search of
work and better lives.

To be honest, | envied these terrorists because of the comfortable lives they had. The furniture
in their homes is far better than my furniture. Still, their luxuries did not stop them from setting
out to murder Jews.

What does all this mean? It shows that the Palestinian terrorists are not driven by poverty and
deprivation, as many have long been arguing. Palestinian terrorists are driven by hatred for
Jews because of what their leaders, media and mosques are telling them: that the Jews are the
enemy and that they have no right to be in this part of the world.
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It also shows that this conflict is not about Islamic holy sites or Jerusalem, but about murdering
Jews whenever possible. Murdering two Jews inside the Old City of Jerusalem or a Jewish
couple in front of their four children has nothing to do with the Agsa Mosque or "occupation.” It
is simply about the desire to murder as many Jews as one can. The terrorists did not draw any
distinction between a Jew living in east Jerusalem, the West Bank, Tel Aviv or Afula [northern
Israel]. For the terrorists and their sponsors, all Jews are "settlers" and Israel is one big
settlement that needs to be eliminated.

Our conflict with Israel is not about "occupation" or Jerusalem or holy sites or borders. Nor is it
about poverty and poor living conditions or walls and fences and checkpoints. This conflict is
really about Israel's very existence in this part of the world. The current wave of terrorism is just
another phase in our dream to wipe Israel off the face of the earth. This is not an intifada. It is
just another killing-spree aimed at terrorizing the Jews and forcing them to leave this part of the
world. It already succeeded in the rest of the Middle East, and is now being done to the
Christians as well.

The terrorists and their supporters are not struggling against a checkpoint or a wall. They want
to see Israel destroyed, Jews slaughtered, and the streets of Israel running with Jewish blood.

The intifada of the young and hopeless

Analysis: The young male and female murderers flooding Israel's streets are not lunatics
from the margins of the Palestinian society; they are part of an army of unemployed
academics and hopeless high school students who could care less about the regional
political problems.

Ynet, October 14, 2015 Alex Fishman

There is no calm and rational solution to the "intifada of the young," which has been taking
place here for nearly a month. As bad as it may sound, the current wave of terror can only be
stopped by using force, a lot of force.

| am not talking about occupying the West Bank or imposing a general siege on the territories.
This fire can be suffocated by flooding the ground with forces, regular presence in centers of
friction and sensitive sites, wide-scale arrests of rioters and heavy punishment, including of the
parents of the minors involved in the acts of violence.

Sisyphean persistence, over a long period of time, with these aggressive moves may eventually
suffocate the fire - but it won't put out the sizzling embers which will break out again every time
someone adds fuel.

This intifada is being led by young men and women under the age of 20, who are going out on
the streets to murder Jews. The possibility that they themselves will get killed plays no major
part in their calculations, as the chance of becoming a national hero and gaining appreciation
from their immediate surroundings is much more alluring to them.
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